[A case of mitral regurgitation caused by total rupture of the posterior papillary muscle after acute myocardial infarction].
We observed a case of severe mitral regurgitation caused by total rupture of the posterior papillary muscle 13 days after acute myocardial infarction. The patient was a 76-year-old man who suddenly felt anterior chest pain. He was admitted to another hospital with the diagnosis of acute myocardial infarction. Electrocardiogram suggested a posterior infarction. He did well during the first 12 days of hospitalization, but at noon on the 13th day he developed anterior chest pain and dyspnea. Echocardiography demonstrated rupture of the posterior papillary muscle. He was subsequently transferred to our hospital with acute heart failure. He was initially treated with an intra-aortic balloon pump. Cardiac catheterization demonstrated 99% stenosis of segment 2 of the right coronary artery and mitral regurgitation, Sellers' stage IV. Intraoperative findings included total rupture of the posterior papillary muscle. Mitral valve replacement was performed using a Carbomedics prosthetic valve. The patient was discharged 53 days after surgery without heart failure or angina pectoris. This case represents the 6th successful operation of total papillary muscle rupture in Japan.